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Power of Attorney

Planning ahead is one of the most thoughtful ways to protect yourself, your family, and
the wealth you have worked hard to build. While many people associate loss of mental
capacity with later life, unexpected iliness or accidents can happen at any age. Having
the right arrangements in place can help ensure your affairs are handled smoothly and
in line with your wishes.

If you have family responsibilities, business interests, investments, or cross-
generational planning needs, early preparation can give you and your loved ones
valuable reassurance and continuity.

If you become unable to make decisions, your family may face practical difficulties in
accessing funds, managing assets, or supporting ongoing business and personal
commitments. A well-prepared plan can reduce uncertainty, help avoid delays, and give
your loved ones clearer guidance during a difficult time.

You may consider using a Power of Attorney (“POA”) or an Enduring Power of Attorney
(“EPA”) as part of your personal and wealth planning. These documents allow a trusted
person to act on your behalf in appropriate circumstances, subject to the terms and
legal requirements of the relevant document.

A POA can be helpful for day-to-day or temporary arrangements, while an EPA is
designed to continue if you later become mentally incapacitated. This makes an EPA an
important tool for long-term protection and continuity.

Types of Power of Attorney

The most suitable arrangement will depend on your personal circumstances, objectives,
and the level of authority you wish to give.

e General Power of Attorney: Allows your appointed attorney(s) to handle a
broad range of matters, often for convenience or temporary situations such as
travel. It will be automatically revoked and cease to be effective if you lose
mental capacity.

o Specific or Limited Power of Attorney: Gives authority to your appointed
attorney(s) for defined matters only, such as handling a particular transaction,
managing a specific account, or dealing with a property matter. It will be
automatically revoked and cease to be effective if you lose mental capacity.

e Enduring Power of Attorney: Allows you to appoint one or more trusted
attorneys to manage your property and financial affairs if you later become
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mentally incapacitated. An EPA must follow prescribed legal requirements and
may need to be registered with the High Court when required.

The key point is to choose the arrangement that best reflects your needs and gives your
family and advisers clear guidance if support is ever needed.

Choosing the right arrangement is an important part of responsible wealth planning.
For longer-term protection, an EPA can be particularly useful because it is designed to
remain effective if you later lose mental capacity, subject to applicable legal
requirements.

Signing a Power of Attorney

To put a POA or EPA in place, you must generally be an adult and have the mental
capacity to understand the nature and effect of the document. Proper execution and
witnessing are important to ensure the arrangement is effective when needed.

e Age: You should be 18 years old or above.

e Mental capacity: You should understand the implications of granting authority to
another person(s). For an EPA, certification by appropriate professionals may
also be required.

As the requirements and formalities may vary depending on the nature of the document
and your individual circumstances, you are encouraged to seek independent legal
advice in Hong Kong to ensure that your POA or EPA is properly prepared, executed,
witnessed, and, where applicable, registered in accordance with applicable legal
requirements.

Registering a Power of Attorney with the Bank

The Donor and all Attorneys must visit a branch in person with the original POA or EPA
document, or a copy certified by a qualified solicitor in Hong Kong. Each Attorney
should also bring valid identification and, where applicable, proof of residential address.
Where the Attorneys are appointed to act jointly, we will require identification documents
and proof of residential address for each Attorney.

If you wish to register an EPA with us, the EPA must first be registered with the High
Court of Hong Kong. You will also be required to provide a medical certificate
confirming that the Donor is mentally incapacitated.

Standard Chartered Bank may need to review your POA or EPA before acting on it. If
the POA or EPA contains any restrictions, conditions or limitations, we may require
additional information or supporting documents. This review helps us ascertain that the
document appears valid, that the attorney has the relevant authority to act on your
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behalf, and that the Bank can rely on the document in processing the requested
instructions.

Need assistance? Please contact us or visit your nearest branch. Our team will be
pleased to guide you through the registration process.

Useful References
Hong Kong e-Legislation — Cap. 31 Powers of Attorney Ordinance

Hong Kong e-Legislation — Cap. 501 Enduring Powers of Attorney Ordinance

Department of Justice - Archive - Enduring Powers of Attorney

Enduring Powers of Attorney | Community Leqgal Information Centre (CLIC)



https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap31
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap31
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap501
https://www.doj.gov.hk/en/archive/enduring_powers_of_attorney.html
https://www.clic.org.hk/en/topics/enduring_Powers_of_Attorney

INTERNAL

e Standard
chartered

o N BEITRIT

REE

KRS BORE ~ WY URSEES TTB IR = B —(E e Ay 5 = - B
AR 2 NGO RE S T R LA R PRI BHEE AR - (H IS A HAH BRI BR S M AL T e
4 - TP G - A IR A B RE S IR B RENE A R B -

MBAVERIERE - SR - AR (R MR SIBIRE R R RIS
ACEAHE L UL -

ERHBRAREBTTIFLAE - BHRAREERIE S - BEHERE @ SERFES R AKX
AT E RN - FErvEtE R OAHEEN: - B A IRAYIERR - WA R LI R
B R L RR RS | -

TR EIERAES ( TPOA ) SfFAMES ( TEPA, ) YIAHYE AR EME
e B REESEENI AL - EEEFEN MAREITSE > AR
AR B DR ATARIR

PRSI F R H o SR 2250 © s AR S A 5 R H RS E T RRE IR AR
e NI FIASEE B RERESIEEZIVERETH -

RIESNELR
A I ZHRRUA R S EAE N ~ AR > DU S T AR EE] -

. —RIBEE  FLEENBATUEREBREZNST  BEEARENHERE
o PIENSNEEERRE - BIGIEE ERT/ES  ZRES—RIEWBABHLIFLLE

% -

. BENEMBEE  FROSEOETRARTESEEEE - ANNERERS
ERHERENRBYEES - BOUSS LRTHES - ISR EE BT
I -

. BAEHE: BCET-S2NSSEREENSEA  EEOEEN L ETREDN
BEBMNHMERMEEY - BABEBLASSEDEREER  TEREROE
S5AIREE -



INTERNAL

e Standard
chartered
® BETERTT

EMEEERERALFENLS  TEHRBREEXER - RENXARB—BIREBEME
5l -

RECEZFEA TV ERENER R - iRERENS  FARESLEA
AT BEREHEER OEEIRHNIAAER > AT S EARAREK -

RUEES
SALITEESFF A S > W BIERREN > WEFHHRE B RSO0 L RE

17 o PR EZRZB AR - TREAETRRR A RET -

o FiiR: BEFW 18 B L -
o FEMLITREESN . CERMEREMARBTSNZRZREE - BiSAREENS -
NFEHEEFEFEALIFLER -

AR BRI R R T4 Al e G RSB R EHVE RIS T A A [ > RS e B =K
IERER - DIEREHIPES S A S CIE B A R EORZE5H - 1L R
ag o MAEBATEI N 5EpEET -

IRTTERCIRES

BRARFESRAMERSHNT - CEREEEIHABRETS - (RS Ea EREIRE0
BIE - SSERANEERANSHERIE - UREERER FREEEN - 2SRARETH
FTE - REEERS SRR S SO B R IER -

MBHEERARTECFARES  ZFAEESELATEET ESS AR - GIVRIRHEREER
£ DRSS LRI AED -

BIRTRFERBENFESUAHARES TSR - STERBEXY - EEESAFARESH
AEERE - REFIRIR - XTIEEE KRR HBRINERIEIRG - IEERBPARITHRREGRE
FEBEN - KB ABEBRRETSHOMEEER - DIRARTIKEZ G EERERNETR

BERE ? EBlBE IR BGREER T 21T - TRPINBERSEE BITEER SRR - ITRft
FTEEABD -



INTERNAL

e Standard
chartered

o EITERIT

ERZZER

BB TAR—5 31 5 (M)
AAETAG—2 501 F (FrAESERE])

EREE] - RIS

B A #Z#EZE | Community Legal Information Centre (CLIC)



https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap31!zh-Hant-HK?INDEX_CS=N
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap501!zh-Hant-HK?INDEX_CS=N
https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/archive/enduring_powers_of_attorney.html
https://www.clic.org.hk/zh/topics/enduring_Powers_of_Attorney

