
BE DILIGENT. BE CURIOUS. BE VIGILANT.  

MODERN SLAVERY CAN HAPPEN 
IN ANY INDUSTRY

Sources: Verite, 2017 and Polaris, 2017
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Housekeeping & Facilities Operation     Illicit massage     Mining & Extractives     Pornography     

Textile & Apparel Manufacturing     Transportation & Warehousing     

Slavery is not just a tragedy 
of the past.

Human traf�cking exists because it is a 
low-risk, high-pro�t industry generating 
billions in illicit pro�ts every year.

is a form of modern slavery 
where people pro�t from the 

Human 
trafficking

exploitation of others.

HUMAN
TRAFFICKING
(HT)

EXPLOITATION CAN TAKE MANY FORMS

Sexual 
exploitation

Forced or 
compulsory labour

Forced 
marriage

Forced 
organ removal Domestic 

servitude

Child
soldier

Debt bondage or 
indentured labour

77% of victims are 
exploited within their 
own region

THE NUMBER OF MODERN 
DAY SLAVES KEEPS RISING

VICTIMS ARE WOMEN,
GIRLS, MEN AND BOYS

51%
women

8%
boys

20%
girls

21%
men

Source: Alliance 8.7 Global 
Estimates of Modern Slavery, 2017

Source: UN Of�ce on Drugs and 
Crime, 2016 Source: UN Of�ce on Drugs and Crime, 2016

There are estimated 
to be 

across almost all countries
40.3 million

slaves

Action 
Recruiting, transporting, 

transferring, or harbouring of people

Purpose
To exploit 

another person

Means
The use or threat of force, coercion, 
fraud, deception, or abuse of power

3 ELEMENTS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Traf�ckers undertake action using means for the purpose of exploiting people

USD

99 bn
Sexual 

exploitation

USD

43 bn
Forced
labour

USD

8 bn
Domestic 
servitude

(not paying/
underpaying
domestic 
workers)

Source: International Labour Organisation, 2014

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: THIRD LARGEST 
CRIMINAL INDUSTRY IN THE WORLD
Source: Transnational Crime Report, Global Financial Integrity, 2017

Traf�ckers undertake action using means for the purpose of exploiting people

This excludes human smuggling 
(USD35 bn), international adoptions 
(USD1.3 bn), illegal organ traf�cking 
(USD840 mm – USD1.7 bn).
Sources: International Organisation for Migration, 2017, EU 
Organised Crime Report, 2005, Global Financial Integrity, 2017

For sexual exploitation, traf�ckers can 
make 100% to 1,000% pro�ts.
Source: OSCE, 2010

FORCED LABOUR PER REGION

Annual 
pro�ts

Middle East USD8.5 bn 

Developed 
economies,

 including US/EU
USD46.9 bn

Asia Paci�c
USD51.8 bn

Latam & Caribbean
USD12 bn

Africa USD13.1 bn 

Other Europe & CIS
USD18 bn

Source: International Labour Organisation, 2014

The number of convictions is 
increasing but is still low relative 
to the scale of modern slavery. 
In 2017, there were 7,045 
convictions globally for human 
traf�cking of which only 332 
were for labour exploitation.

Source: US Department of State Traf�cking in 
Persons Report, 2018

Sources: Global Slavery Index, 2018, Top 10 prevalence and Top 10 vulnerability

Afghanistan     Burundi     Cambodia*     Central African Republic     Chad     

Democratic Republic of the Congo     Eritrea     Iran     Iraq*     Mauritania     North Korea     

Pakistan*     Somalia     South Sudan     Sudan     Syria     Yemen *SCB footprint markets, 
excluding representative of�ces

THESE CRIMES EXIST EVERYWHERE
Countries which are most vulnerable to modern slavery:

Partnering with 
law enforcement 

agencies and 
non-government 

organisations

Assessing 
risk and 

conducting 
investigations Building tools 

and raising 
awareness

De�ning the 
“�nancial 

�ngerprint” 
of modern 

slavery

At Standard 
Chartered, 

we are:

Sharing best 
practice with 

peers and 
mobilising 

industry action

Playing an 
active role 
in industry 
initiatives

EVERY COMPANY HAS A PART TO PLAY
in combating human traf�cking and modern slavery


