
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Inspirational running duo Henry Wanyoike and 
Joseph Kibunja back at the Standard Chartered 

Dubai Marathon 2015 
 

 Standard Chartered has been sponsoring Dubai Marathon 
for 11 years  

 
 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 15 January 2015 – Standard Chartered announced 

today the return of the legendary road race duo Henry Wanyoike and Joseph 

Kibunja, who will be running in the 10k race at the Standard Chartered Dubai 

Marathon 2015 taking place on Friday 23rd January. Visually impaired Henry, the 

world record holder of the 5,000m and 10,000m events at the Sydney 2000 and 

Athens 2004 Paralympics, and his long-time running partner and childhood friend 

Joseph are taking part as Goodwill Ambassadors for ‘Seeing is Believing’ (SiB), 

Standard Chartered Bank’s global programme to raise USD 100 million to eliminate 

avoidable blindness by 2020. 

 

Henry runs in races while being connected by a tether on the wrist to Joseph, who 

guides him, without breaking stride, through the obstacles, turns or when to 

accelerate along the route. 

 

As ‘Seeing is Believing’ ambassadors, Henry and Joseph will be visiting schools and 

some of Standard Chartered’s clients across the UAE to raise awareness about the 

programme and inspire other people with their experience. Henry and Joseph will 

also be visiting Dubai Chamber of Commerce, Rashid Paediatric Therapy Centre in 

Dubai and the Future Centre in Abu Dhabi to inspire children with special needs. 

 

Nor Alizulrainee, who will make his Dubai debut this year, is yet another talented 

Visually Impaired who flew from Brunei to run the Standard Chartered Dubai 

Marathon this year. 

 



Henry Wanyoike said: “The Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon has always been a 

special event for us because of the enthusiasm of the local running community to be 

part of our advocacy. We are therefore very excited to be back in Dubai to share our 

stories and experiences with the growing number of supporters of the ‘Seeing is 

Believing’ programme and to ultimately enjoy the fellowship with other running 

enthusiasts from the UAE and all over the world.” 

 

Standard Chartered has been the title sponsor for the Dubai marathon for the past 11 

years. The Bank is the title sponsor of nine marathons across four continents. The 

marathons characterise the five values of the Bank: Courageous, Responsive, 

International, Creative, Trustworthy; and further positions Standard Chartered in the 

market as being ‘Here for good’. 

 

As well as being the richest event of its kind in the world, the Standard Chartered 

Dubai Marathon was the first Middle East marathon to be awarded Gold Label status 

from the International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) and boasts a set of 

winning times that make it one of the best and fastest races in the world. 

 

Held under the patronage of Shaikh Hamdan Bin Mohammad Bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of the Dubai Sports Council, the 

2015 Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon will feature the classic marathon as well 

as a 10km Road Race and 4km Fun Run. 

 

--- ENDS --- 
 

For further information please contact: 

Ramy Lawand 

Senior Regional Manager, External Communications  

Tel: 009714 508 2564 

Mobile: 00971 56 675 9894 

E-mail: Ramy.Lawand@sc.com  

 

Or  

 

Wasim Ben Khadra 

Senior Manager External Communications  

Tel: 00971 4 508 3221 

Mobile: 00971 55 213 7824 

Email: wasim-ben.khadra@sc.com  

 

Note to Editors: 
 
Standard Chartered Bank:  

We are a leading international banking group, with more than 86,000 employees and a 150-year 
history in some of the world’s most dynamic markets. We bank the people and companies driving 
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investment, trade and the creation of wealth across Asia, Africa and the Middle East, where we earn 
around 90 per cent of our income and profits. Our heritage and values are expressed in our brand 
promise, Here for good.  

Standard Chartered PLC is listed on the London and Hong Kong Stock Exchanges as well as the 
Bombay and National Stock Exchanges in India. 

For more information please visit www.sc.com. Hear from Standard Chartered’s experts and comment 
on our blog at ourviews.sc.com. Follow Standard Chartered on Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook. 
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