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Opening Statement of Undersecretary
Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development

On behalf of the Abu Dhabi Department of Economic
Development it is my honor to extend greetings and thanks to all
of you for attending this press conference to announce the

specifics of the 2" Abu Dhabi Investment Forum which is taking
place in London on the 19" of October 2009.

The 2nd Abu Dhabi Investment Forum is the second edition
organized in 2008 which witnessed outstanding success. Along
with achieving its objectives such as enhancing fruitful business
relationships between Abu Dhabi and investors from around the
world, it also succeeded in presenting Abu Dhabi as a favorite
destination for world investments.

The 2nd Abu Dhabi Investment Forum will discuss significant
topics that are relevant to the current economic circumstances and
deal with existing market conditions. The Forum will present to
distinguished global dignitaries the valuable investment
opportunities available in the dynamic city of Abu Dhabi. These
will be in a range of sectors including healthcare, finance,
infrastructure and industry. The Forum will also showcase Abu
Dhabi’s  Economic  Vision 2030 which supports the
diversification and development of the Emirate’s economy.

Finally, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to the
dignitaries and key members of the business community who are
lending their support to this very prestigious forum.

Thank you

The 2nd Abu Dhabi Investment Forum

October 19, 2009 — Hilton Park Lane —
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Press Release

2"! Abu Dhabi Investment Forum generates significant interest among
global investors

Event will be held on October 19 in London
ABU DHABI, OCT 4, 2009: The Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development

and Institutional Investor Conferences today announced the details of the 2" Abu
Dhabi Investment Forum, scheduled for 19 October at the Hilton on Park Lane,
London. The Forum will showcase Abu Dhabi’s trade and investment opportunities as

well as potential new business partnerships.

The forum will focus on accelerating investment by creating networking opportunities
for global investors with Abu Dhabi’s key industry leaders, financial intermediaries and
top-level policy makers. H.E. Nasser Ahmed Alsowaidi, Chairman of Abu Dhabi
Department of Economic Development will open the Forum and lead the delegation

from Abu Dhabi.

Addressing the media at the Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development today,
H.E. Mohamed Omar Abdullah, Undersecretary, said: "The forum has already received
very favourable interest from prominent global institutional investors who are keen to
explore opportunities within Abu Dhabi. Our expanding economy is based on a diverse
mix of businesses, with significant oil reserves, strategic location, modern

infrastructures and a stable political system”.

“The economic diversification programme, undertaken recently by the Government of
Abu Dhabi, has enabled significant growth in the tourism, real estate, manufacturing
and heavy industry sectors. The Forum will showcase the range of investment
opportunities in the Emirate and bring to light various business and entrepreneurship
prospects being created through the forward-thinking policies adopted by Abu Dhabi,”
he added.

The 2nd Annual Abu Dhabi Investment Forum will also mark the debut for the

international promotional campaigns of ‘Capital City District’, the masterplan designed

The 2nd Abu Dhabi Investment Forum
October 19, 2009 — Hilton Park Lane — London
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by Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council (UPC). The Capital City District master plan
was earlier presented to H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown prince
of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE Armed Forces and Chairman of
the Executive Council at Cityscape Abu Dhabi 2009.

The Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council which will be actively participating at the
forum will also highlight the details of this strategic master plan that has been recently
unveiled. Besides this, the UPC will also present the key elements of the visionary Plan
Abu Dhabi 2030, and how all Government authorities in Abu Dhabi are jointly working
towards achieving the Plan 2030’s key objectives.

The UPC will also be highlighting its unique four pillared Estidama initiative, which is
UPC’s unique sustainability initiative; the four pillars being environment, economy,

education and culture.

Through interactive panel discussions and presentations, the 2" Abu Dhabi Investment
Forum will feature debates and discussions on key topics including: Outlook for the

Equity Markets and Financial Sector; Infrastructure Development and Transportation.

The forum which is considered a milestone event for investment opportunities will
feature Lead Sponsors National Bank of Abu Dhabi, Invest AD, Standard Chartered
Bank; Co-Sponsors are Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange, The National Investor. The
event is supported by UK Trade and Investment, and the Airline Sponsor is Etihad

Airways.

“The Middle East and North Africa offers highly attractive opportunities, and Abu
Dhabi is playing a key role in offering access to markets across the region,” said Nazem
Fawwaz Al Kudsi, Chief Executive of Invest AD. Global investors are looking to
diversify, and are drawn by the region’s long-term sustainable growth, financial

stability and improving levels of governance,” he added.

“Since its inception in 1968, NBAD has been playing a significant role in the economic
development of the UAE” said Michael H. Tomalin, Chief Executive of NBAD. "Our
sponsorship of the Abu Dhabi Investment Forum for the second consecutive year is

The 2nd Abu Dhabi Investment Forum
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confirmation of our commitment and continuation of our active role in attracting
foreign direct investments into the UAE. Having a sound banking industry is
undoubtedly a positive factor when encouraging international investors to tap into

promising investment opportunities in Abu Dhabi and the UAE,” Tomalin added .

Jeremy Parrish, Standard Chartered Bank CEO, Abu Dhabi and Al Ain, said “With in-
depth understanding of the Abu Dhabi market and a presence of over 50 years in the
UAE, Standard Chartered Bank is deeply committed to the development of Abu Dhabi.
We believe the capital is a highly attractive growth market for investment which is why
we are delighted to support the Abu Dhabi Investment Forum as a principal sponsor. As
the leading international bank with the largest network and dedicated resources on the
ground, Standard Chartered Bank is determined to continue to play a leading role in
advising and financing clients, and provide global and regional expertise to Abu

Dhabi’s ambitious projects.”

According to Tom Healy, ADX Chief Executive, “The 2nd Abu Dhabi Investment
Forum is timely and enormously beneficial, bringing together the strategic
organizations, which are central to Abu Dhabi’s plans and vision with the major

institutional investors, essential partners in the development of a diversified economy.”

“The Forum will build on the success of last year’s event and the renewed interest
demonstrated by international investors in the emirate’s infrastructure projects. Over
250 delegates have already registered for the Abu Dhabi Investment Forum. The high
numbers of investors participating are testament to the exciting investment
opportunities being made available. The event is by invitation only and will be open to
the media,” concluded Charlie Floyd, Head of Middle East Conferences Group,

Institutional Investor.

- ENDS -

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development mission is to achieve
economic development in the emirate and regulate economic and commercial affairs. This includes

The 2nd Abu Dhabi Investment Forum
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proposing the economic and commercial policy of the emirate, working out mechanisms and procedures
that contribute to the increase of economic growth and reinforce the competitive ability of Abu Dhabi
emirate. The Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development also strives to create an investment
climate that can attract national and foreign capital into the Emirate. For more info please visit
http://ded.abudhabi.ae

Further information on the Forum can be found at: www.ADIFLondon.com or please contact
+97124031206 or ier@adeconomy.ae
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