
 
For Immediate release: 

 

Henry Wanyoike and Joseph Kibunja to participate at the Standard 
Chartered Dubai Marathon 2012 

 
Paralympics World Record Holders’ ‘reason for running’ is to 

inspire UAE youth and raise awareness about ‘Seeing is Believing’ 
 

 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 20 January 2012 – Standard Chartered announced 
today the participation of visually impaired Henry Wanyoike, world record holder of 
the 5,000m and 10,000m events at the Sydney 2000 and Athens 2004 Paralympics, 
in the 10km road race with his long-time running partner Joseph Kibunja on Friday 27 
January at the Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon 2012. The duo are also 
participating as Goodwill Ambassadors for for ‘Seeing is Believing’, Standard 
Chartered Bank’s global programme to raise USD 100 million to eliminate avoidable 
blindness by 2020.  
 
Running while connected to Joseph by a tether on the wrist, Henry is completely 
dependent on Joseph to help him identify possible obstacles and challenges along 
the route without breaking stride.  
 
Commenting on the participation of these inspiring runners, Jonathan Morris, 
CEO, Standard Chartered UAE, said: 
 
“Henry and Joseph’s participation at the Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon is a 
celebration of partnership, courage and trust. Their efforts embody the Bank’s values 
and are a great way of championing our goal to help eliminate avoidable blindness by 
2020. I would like to take this opportunity to wish them good luck at the race and 
hope their participation and school visits will inspire UAE community in general and 
young people in particular.” 
 
Henry and Joseph will visit schools in Dubai and hold motivational sessions where 
Henry will share his story of overcoming adversities while Joseph highlights how 
partnership is key to achieving the impossible dream. They will also be giving 
students running tips for their participation at the Dubai Marathon.   
 
Henry Wanyoike said: “Armed with courage and determination, we have participated 
in many of the Standard Chartered Marathons globally since 2003 and we are really 
excited about the upcoming Dubai Marathon. We will continue our efforts to raise 

 



awareness about avoidable blindness and the ‘Seeing is Believing’ programme and 
are committed to share our story to inspire people around the world.”  
 
Also running the 10 Km race at the Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon 2012 are 
three visually impaired Lebanese runners from the School of Blind and Deaf in 
Baabda- Lebanon. While each runner's reason to run is unique, this team has a 
common goal: to prove that teamwork, coordination and commitment will overcome 
all obstacles. The Lebanese team also plans to raise funds for ‘Seeing is Believing’.   
 
Standard Chartered has been the title sponsor for the Dubai marathon since 2005. 
The Bank is the title sponsor of nine marathons across four continents. The 
marathons characterise the five values of the Bank; Courageous, Responsive, 
International, Creative, Trustworthy; and further positions Standard Chartered in the 
market as being Here for good.   
 
This year the Standard Chartered Dubai Marathon is expecting registrations to 
surpass 15,000 participants. In addition to the full Marathon, which is 42.195m long, 
there will be two additional categories - the 3km Fun Run and the 10km Road Race.    
 

--- ENDS --- 
For more information, please contact: 

Ramy Lawand 
Senior Manager, Business Communications  
Corporate Affairs MENAP  
 
Tel: 009714 508 2564 
Mobile: 00971 56 675 9894 
E-mail: Ramy.Lawand@sc.com  
 
 
Note to editors: 
Standard Chartered – leading the way in Asia, Africa and the Middle East 
 
Standard Chartered PLC is a leading international bank, listed on the London, Hong Kong 
and Mumbai stock exchanges. It has operated for over 150 years in some of the world's most 
dynamic markets and earns around 90 per cent of its income and profits in Asia, Africa and 
the Middle East. This geographic focus and commitment to developing deep relationships 
with clients and customers has driven the Bank’s growth in recent years.  
 
With 1,700 offices in 70 markets, Standard Chartered offers exciting and challenging 
international career opportunities for more than 80,000 staff. It is committed to building a 
sustainable business over the long term and is trusted worldwide for upholding high 
standards of corporate governance, social responsibility, environmental protection and 
employee diversity. The Bank’s heritage and values are expressed in its brand promise, 
‘Here for good’. 
 
For more information on Standard Chartered, please visit www.standardchartered.com 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Ramy.Lawand@sc.com
http://www.standardchartered.com/


 
 


