
 

 

 

Standard Chartered provides more support to people in Vietnam 

13 November 2013, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam - Standard Chartered Bank Vietnam today announced 

the launch of its biggest social project of the year to respond to the 10th anniversary of the Bank’s global 

community investment initiative “Seeing is Believing” (SiB) to tackle preventable blindness. 

The project, consists of a series of activities serving people with visual impairment in Ho Chi Minh City and 

Ben Tre province, is carried out in partnership with Standard Chartered Korea, Vision Care Service and 

HCMC Eye Hospital.  

The first activity is the Free Eye Camp held in HCMC Eye hospital in collaboration with the hospital and 

Vision Care Service. A crew of several doctors, nurses and one optician from Korea will conduct free eye 

examination for about 300 people and cataract surgeries for another 100 from 11 to 15 November. The 

crew will be supported by volunteers from Vision Care Service, Standard Chartered Korea and Standard 

Chartered Vietnam.  

The second activity is community investment programs in Mo Cay Nam district, Ben Tre province where 

100 volunteers from the Bank and Korean universities will participate in constructing 20 houses, expect to 

finish on 16 November. The houses will be handed over to the war widows, the elderly, disabled veterans, 

people with disabilities and the needy people who are living in poor housing. 

Also in Ben Tre, the Bank will provide water storage tanks to families who have visually impaired members, 

cooperate with the Ho Chi Minh City Blind Union to deliver walking canes to the visually impaired adults, 

provide milk to blind children, and give bicycles and backpacks to students. 

Mr. Nirukt Sapru, Chief Executive Officer of Standard Chartered Bank Vietnam, Cambodia & Laos said: “I’m 

overwhelmed by the effort that our colleagues and partners are doing to support people in Vietnam. We are 

doing our best to help fight avoidable blindness and provide a brighter future for the local people. I would 

like to extend my sincere thanks to our Korean colleagues, Vision Care Service and the Ho Chi Minh City 

Eye Hospital for their wonderful contribution and support to various activities in Vietnam. As stated through 

our brand promise - “Here for good”, we are committed to creating a positive impact on the communities in 

which we live and work.” 

Richard Hill, President and CEO of Standard Chartered Korea Financial Group and Standard Chartered 

Bank Korea said: “It’s our great pleasure to act together with Standard Chartered Vietnam and other 

partners to improve the lives of thousands of people in Vietnam. Korea’s rapid development has allowed it 
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to progress from a donation-receiving country to a donation-giving country. In this spirit, Standard 

Chartered Korea is extremely pleased to be able to support SiB programme in Vietnam, a country that 

share many cultural similarities with Korea and where ties with Korea continue to grow and strengthen. Last 

year, we successfully raised up to one million dollar for the next phase of the SiB program in Vietnam (2013 

-2016). And we are inspired to further our support to the community in the coming time.” 

In Vietnam, the Bank has been actively working with partners to promote and support sight-restoration and 

eye-care programs. Since 2004, SiB have helped to bring back light and prevented blindness for nearly 

40,000 people, provided eye care services to more than 900,000 people, give nearly 14,500 glasses to the 

short-sighted and trained millions of people about primary eye care. 

Specific outputs from activities carried out by the Bank this time include: 

 400 patients have their eyes examined or operated  

 20 families have better houses  

 130 households furnished with drinking water storage tanks  

 1,000 walking canes distributed to the blind  

 100 poor students have bicycles  

 More than 350 students receive new backpacks.  

--- ENDS --- 

For further information please contact: 
 
Ms. Trinh Nhu Quynh 
Head of Corporate Affairs 
Standard Chartered Bank (Vietnam) Ltd. 
Level 18, Building 72, Keangnam Hanoi Landmark Tower, Pham Hung Road,  
Me Tri Ward, Nam Tu Liem District Hanoi Vietnam 
Phone: +84 4 39368124 
Mobile: +84 984396185 
Email: quynh.trinh-nhu@sc.com 
 
 
Notes to Editors  
 
Standard Chartered Bank (Vietnam) Limited 
 
In Vietnam, Standard Chartered’s history can be traced back to 1904 when the Bank opened its first branch 
in Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City).   
  
Following the official approval from the State Bank of Vietnam, effective 1 August 2009, Standard 
Chartered commenced operations in its locally incorporated entity – Standard Chartered Bank (Vietnam) 
Limited. Local Incorporation was an important milestone in Standard Chartered’s development in Vietnam.  
  
Standard Chartered now has three branches and employs over 850 staff. The Bank provides a full of suite 
banking products and services for corporates, financial institutions, small and medium enterprises and 
individuals.   
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Standard Chartered brings its international expertise and experience in other growing markets to Vietnam, 
where it actively contributes to the development of the banking and finance sector in the country. The Bank 
also plays an active role in the Vietnamese community and has demonstrated this through many social and 
charitable activities. 
 
For more information, please visit: www.sc.com/vn and www.facebook.com/standardcharteredVN 
 

Standard Chartered 

We are a leading international banking group, with more than 90,000 employees and a 150-year history in 
some of the world’s most dynamic markets. We bank the people and companies driving investment, trade 
and the creation of wealth across Asia, Africa and the Middle East, where we earn around 90 per cent of 
our income and profits. Our heritage and values are expressed in our brand promise, Here for good.  

Standard Chartered PLC is listed on the London and Hong Kong Stock Exchanges as well as the Bombay 
and National Stock Exchanges in India. 

For more information please visit www.sc.com. Explore our insights and comment on our blog, 
BeyondBorders. Follow Standard Chartered on Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook. 
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