
 
 

    
  
 
 
 
 
 

Standard Chartered Renews Commitment to Singapore 

Rugby Union Until 2016 

 
Singapore, 24 September 2013 - Standard Chartered has cemented its position as an 

advocate of local youth rugby with the renewal of funding to the Singapore Rugby Union 

(SRU).  The sponsorship valued at SGD 810,000 will continue for three more years for 

the period 2013 to 2016.  The campaign is expected to benefit the local youth 

community through the delivery of comprehensive rugby programmes including those 

tailored specifically for the disadvantaged. 

 
Mr. Mike Rees, Group Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of Wholesale 

Banking of Standard Chartered said, “Standard Chartered is proud to be a sponsor of 

the Singapore Rugby Union which has played an important role in raising the 

awareness of rugby in Singapore.  Our programmes focus on making a difference in the 

community and we believe with this sponsorship, Standard Chartered will be able to 

continue the support of the Union’s efforts in using rugby to positively influence the lives 

of young Singaporeans.”  

 
Standard Chartered’s SRU sponsorship commenced in 1997 and funds the Standard 

Chartered National Rugby Academy (SCNRA) which conducts rugby clinics and also 

organises various national tournaments.  This 16-year sponsorship has also made a 

significant impact with programmes that enable SRU to work closely with schools and 

community organisations to introduce the sport to disadvantaged youths.  As part of the 

sponsorship the SRU has been running programmes for the Muhammadiyah Welfare 

Boys Home and Sport Cares, a joint initiative with the Singapore Sports Council.  The 



 
 

SRU is looking to reach out to more disadvantaged-youth homes in the next few 

months.   

  
Many promising players that have graduated from the Standard Chartered National 

Rugby Academy have done the country proud by going on to represent Singapore in 

regional competitions.  The men’s national team are currently ranked the best in 

Southeast Asia and the women’s team are third in the whole of Asia.  

 
In line with encouraging youths from the programme to give back to the community, 

there is an emphasis on paying it forward.  Two National Rugby Academy graduates 

now work full-time with the Singapore Rugby Union helping to further develop rugby in 

the community. 

 
Mr. Sam Chan, Director of the Singapore Rugby Union said, “With the continued 

support from Standard Chartered, the Singapore Rugby Union will be able to continue 

to promote rugby to more schools and be able to nurture and groom more youth 

players.  Recently, 12 U20 boys who are all graduates of the Standard Chartered Rugby 

Academy participated in the Asian Rugby Football Union U20 Boys Sevens Tournament 

in Malaysia.  They emerged as Plate Champions in that tournament.” 

 
Mr. Chan elaborated “This sponsorship also supports Singapore’s aspirations to instill a 

strong sporting culture as part of the Singapore Vision 2030 master-plan that promotes 

living better through sports while ensuring we can use sports to give back to society.  

This is a big part of the focus of the SRU.”  

 
- Ends - 

  



 
 

For further information please contact: 
 
Jai Ganesh 
Corporate Affairs, Singapore  
Standard Chartered Bank 
DID:  +65 6596 4050 
Email: m-jai.ganesh@sc.com 

Chamila Hewapathirana 
Corporate Affairs, Singapore  
Standard Chartered Bank 
DID:  +65 6596 7756 
Email: chamila.hewapathirana@sc.com 

 
Note to Editors: 
 
Standard Chartered in Singapore is part of an international banking group with an extensive 
network of over 1,700 branches and outlets in more than 70 countries in the Asia Pacific 
Region, South Asia, the Middle East, Africa, the United Kingdom and the Americas. 
 
It is committed to building a sustainable business over the long term and is trusted worldwide for 
upholding high standards of corporate governance, social responsibility, environmental 
protection and employee diversity. The Bank’s heritage and values are expressed in its brand 
promise, ‘Here for good’. 
 
Standard Chartered has a history of more than 150 years in Singapore, opening its first branch 
here in 1859 and in October 1999 was among the first international banks to receive a 
Qualifying Full Bank (QFB) licence, an endorsement of the Group’s long-standing commitment 
to its businesses in the country. 
 
It serves both Consumer and Wholesale Banking customers.  Consumer Banking provides 
credit cards, personal loans, auto loans, mortgages, deposit taking and wealth management 
services to individuals and small to medium sized enterprises.  Wholesale Banking provides 
corporate and institutional clients with services in trade finance, cash management, lending, 
securities services, foreign exchange, debt capital markets and corporate finance. 
 
The Bank employs over 7,600 people in Singapore and has a network of 19 branches, 7 Priority 
Banking centres and 31 ATMs.  Standard Chartered is the only international bank to offer NETS 
service, giving its customers access to EFTPOS at over 17,000 outlets islandwide.  The Bank’s 
global businesses - Consumer and Wholesale Banking - are managed out of Singapore, as is its 
global Technology & Operations function. 
 
Singapore Rugby Union 
 
Founded in 1948, the Singapore Rugby Union is the governing body for rugby in Singapore 
which focuses on introducing rugby to schools through programmes and grants that help 
players on and off the pitch. A key aspect of the Union’s work also involves promoting the core 
values of rugby – teamwork, respect, discipline and sportsmanship to youths.  It engages young 
Singaporeans from all walks of life and has successfully established various support structures 
to ensure rugby is enjoyed at both a developmental as well as competitive level in Singapore. 
 
 
 


